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cratic form of government, of a socialistic nature, wherein
individualism, except as it found expression in this highest
class, was suppressedr
On the other hand, it is to be noted that this suppression of
the individual in this idealistic scheme is more apparent than
real; for his rigid classification of individuals or social units
is largely a self-determined one, and any particular individual
is fitted into the scheme by the determination of his particular
powers. Such classification, not based upon birth or wealth,
but upon the inherent ability of the individual to appreciate
higher forms of truth and to perform social activities as this
native ability is developed by an ideal system of education,
in reality offers to the individual the opportunity for fullest
possible development of personality, if it be granted that a
philosophical class capable of directing society has been
placed in control.
Dialectic then becomes a type of higher education almost
identical with what would now be termed the study of
philosophy; for, during a period of five years, those capable
of profiting by this higher education were to devote them-
selves wholly to the contemplation of the good, to the study
of ideas. As a term, dialectic becomes synonymous with the
higher intellectual life, and its followers are recognized as
a distinct order of beings separated off from the masses of
citizens. In this intellectual class distinction is found the
basis of some of the most characteristic features of education
for many centuries following.
The Advance beyond Socrates made by Plato in his educa*
tional thought is most apparent when he attempts to indicate
how knowledge, in this truest sense, can be made the basis of
moral life; how it can be applied to the moral re-organization
of society; how whole-thoughts can be applied to human
life. His answer is simple and direct: this is to be accom-
plished by having those who alone possess this knowledge,
the philosophers, become the rulers in society. The philoso<